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district to be published, it will be a Trisable to make it 
rather fuller than subsequent ones may need to be. The 
friends of the work will like to know something of the 
origin of things, and of certain kinds of work carrigd on, 
also of special funds available. 


We would first state the scope of the mission and the 
peoples among whom the work is conducted. 
.. We occupy the 8. W. porticn of that part of the Santal : 
Pergannas worked by the ©. M. 8. We are bounded on the 
East by the hills, on the 8. by other missions, on the N. by 
the Bhagaya porticn. To the W. there is no limit, Behar 
stretches away and away, butwe can do nothing! The 
portion in which our efforts are made may be described as 
an oblong 34 miles long and 20 wide roughly. 

Withii this wrea live 4 multitude of people. These 
moreover are not one race but many. There are the 
Hindus breaking up into many castes, such as the Dhoms, 
Gwalas, Telis, Malis and'so on, 

These all speak a little differently having their own 
particular village dialects. 

There are also many villages of igncrant Mohamme- 
dans. : % 

Then the Santals, to whom we turn as cur special 


people, the mission being one to the Santals. We have 
also ancther race, with a distinct and difficult language, 
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the Paharias or Hill men, a fuller notice of these will be 
found later on in our Report. 


To gain some conception of the number contained 
within the above area, consider this. Last year for famine 
purposes TI enquired the population contained within 
a radius of 15 miles from Godda. A careful computa- 
tion was furnished shewing the number to be 111,557 
persons living in an area of 72} square miles, less than 
one ninth the whole area of the Godda mission. 


To work this vast field the C. M. 8. has the following 
staff. 


One young Missfonary and his wife, one cld native 
pastor. Four catechists of standing, but two cf whom 
are cld and played out. 


Two young men preachers and two Paharia preachers 
of very inferior quality. 

Truly we are weak according to man’s reckoning, but 
pray for us that the little one may become a thousand, 
and that God may at this period of human weakneas put 
forth the hand of His power that to Him may be all the 
praise. I have not counted the School teachers. There 
are no other workers for the Kingdom of God in this part. 


EVANGELISTIC WORK. 


* Although the cold season is the time when special 
efforts are made in this direction, yet the work goes on 
all the year. The out-stations, as well as this, form 
centres for work. Every Agent of. the mission is looked 
ppon as a helper in the evangelization cf the pecple. It 
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is true that in some cases, especially that of school 
masters, it is more indirect than active and agressive: 


Every preacher keeps a diary in which he records the 
villages visited, the number of hearers in the village, and 
the number of miles walked and hours spent daily. In 
addition he writes a short letter when the diary is’ 
brought in. This takes place oncea month. All agents 
then gather. In the eveninga Bible class is held. 
Reports are read, and next morning a special service and 

_ sermon is held for them, After that they assemble to 
receive their pay and to speak about the work or~any- 
thing necessary. 

The general report is that the people know the gospel 
very well, listen attentively, but do not take the 
necessary step forward. The causesare many. Indo- 
lence ; dislike of change; and under all an overpowering 
love for their lives of self pleasing and sin. Weare more 
and more shewn how absolutely dependent on God we 
are for the final change of heart. Itis in this believing 
Christians at home can be of such real help. Space is here 
nothing. You can pray the blessing down upon these 
jungle places as easily and as well in England as here." 


That our preachers are not what we should reckon ‘very 
capable men is evident. They are of very small attain- 
ments in education, and the enthusiastic Christianity of 
England is very seldom met with among natives. But 
here again we must use what we have and pray God to 
use even these weak ones. 


The chief work is carried on among the Santals. We 
have no special preachers for the Hindus or Moham- 
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medans, and the Santal preachers do not like ‘preaching 
in another language asarule, We need a capable man 
for this special work, 


In our itinerating we meet with various experiences, 
In parts there are practically no roads. Tents ete, are 
‘carried about on bullock carts. Everything is lashed on 
very tight. I have seen one of my carts turn right over 
on one wheel going up a river bank, but nothing fell cff 
and it was hauled straight again. When I was alone and 
travelled on my horse the roughness did not strike me, 
so much, Last season, however, travelling with my wife 
made me realize that the country would be improved by 
good roads, 


In this country there is a system of markets. On 
certain days in the week a market is held at various 
centres. The dealers go from one to the other, and 
the people themselves gather to buy, sell or barter. Some 
are very large gatherings. The noise is great but you 
can generally get an audience. You can never be sure 
how matters may turn in these markets, but a readines 
to turn all to accouut is needed. At one place, called 
Saricni, we were preaching one day, when a man in the 
crowd kept answering and shewed that he knew a gocd 
deal. Asking him where he learnt, he said that in Mr. 
Stark’s time he had been in the Boarding School here. 
What amused me was that he, a heathen, began to 
preach to the cthers explaining what I had been saying, 
and agreeing it was good and true. He afforded & good 
ground to work on, and a large and attentive crowd 
listened for a long time. 
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At ancther market called Chandna, one day the peo- 
ple were so eager to see the ‘saheb’ that many of them, 
including women and boys, climbed a low tree to see better. 
I thought these would afford an illustration of Zaccheus 
and so, on a preacher ceasing, I began by drawing atten- 
tion to these people in the tree, as an introduction to the 
Bible story. No sooner had I mentioned them, than 
they all dropped to the ground and the tree was bare as 
by magic. They-.are really very shy, and could not 
endure being brought into notice. The careful way 
they examine an earthenware pot they wish to buy for a 
few pice gives one an illustration of how they should test 
their religious systems, since so much depends on their 
choice. Any musical instrument helps to draw a crowd. 
I find a concertina very useful for this. 


Village preaching is much more quiet. We enter a 
village and on reaching the house of the head man, bed- 
steads are brought out and we sit down in a very leisurely 
fashion. Then the musical instrument is got out, or if in 
a strange part, we may cpen our map to compare. ‘This 
creates curiosity and one or two will come near to see 
this strange thing that has their village marked on it, This 
draws others and from hiding places and houses 
one after another they come out and sit about. Then s 
few words are said and a hymn sung. This is followed by 
preaching which goes on as long as interest is sustained. 
Then we pass on to another village and do much the same. 
It is all so very different to open air services in England, 
where all are glowing hot anda swing and fire keeps 
each at full tension. It needs very patient plodding 
Isbour and going over and over again the same process. 
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Camp Hfe can hardly be said tc be dull or monoton- 
ous, so many things happen to prevent it. A few 
extracts from my diary may serve to prove this. 

June 17th. On Tuesday we set out to compass some 
hills. At Dhinukata we preached to a namber of women 
only, the men being away ata hunt. Guing along we 
met a hunting party and sitting under a tree we spent a 
long time talking to them. They were all ready for hunt- 
ing, with drums, horns, bows and arrows, sticks, axes 
and such like. Before getting back we preached in two 
Hindu villages, . After dinner a large crowd wather- 
ed to see the magic lantern pictures, about six hundred 





peopte were there. The head man kept first rate order. 
Tsmiled to see him with his great stick uplifted as 
though to strike whenever any one made a noise. It was 
an encouraging gathering. Friday was moving day again. 
AtT-45 my tent was being pulled down. At 9-30 I 
breakfasted under a tree having dispensed medicines to 
quite a number of people. Then we started off, two men 
went straight, while three of us made a long detour, 
preaching in many villages. It was about 6 p. m. when 
Tarrived at my camping place. My things had only 
just arrived on account of the slowness of the servants. 
It was 9-30 when dinner at last appeared ! 

sistas On Tuesday we were astir betimes, our camp 
having to be moved. To-day I told two servants to take 
the food basket and go to the next place so as to make 
arrangements and have some tea ready on my arrival. 
They set off, and we went our way, going first to Siria, 
then we did some very unnecessary wandering in the 
jungle ere we reached Jadi. From there we went to 
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Bastleha, afterwards to Lokhonpur. The day was now 
well on the decline, these villages being rather far apart. 
So I set offand rode ahead to Kairasol—the camping 
place. About 5-45 I found the place but no servants, 
The carts were standing there, but unloaded and the 
cart men hunting for the servants, who could not be 
found. At length we got news that two men bearing a 
basket had passed by without asking any questions and 
had gone east, Here was a scate of affairs! It was now 
nearly dark. The servants had get the keys of the food and 
oil boxes. As there was no knowing when we should 
see them again, I burst the food box lock and opened a tin 
of corned beef, with two iron tent pegs—the opener of 
course being with the servants, This and some bread 
nearly a week old and well travelled served for a dinner. 
At about 8-30 the truants arrived, having gone to ano- 
ther Kyrasol four miles away. I was glad to see them 
so as to get a light. The-villagers gave us a lot of help 
in putting up tents and selling straw, so we had that to 
be thankful for. On Friday we went out after chota 
hazri at Jambari we saw the Perganite, he was very 
attentive. In the afternoon we went to the market, The 
Perganite was there gorgeous in a crimson cloth and a 
white turban edged with silver tinsel. We had a long turn 
of preaching and singing and concertina playing. Then 
on going back to my tent some came and I sold a few 
books and talked to them. One man was very attentive. 
Another came who had been drinking spirit. He wanted. 
to know what I would have as a present. Would I take 
some paura i.e. spirit? No. Then would I eat ladu a. e. 
sweetmeats ? No thank you. Well then what will you 
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have? To stcp him I answered “a buffalo would do.” 
This had the desired effect and he went away. At night 
on account of the great darkness only 100 or 150 came 
for the lantern shewing. It is very wild in that part 
and when very dark they would not care to gofar. More- 
over they are not accustomed to white faces and are 
rather timid as to what the saheb’s intentions may be. 


Our great need is real earnest men for preachers. We 
have at our backs a fund to help to pay for them. This 
goes by the name of the Godda Auxiliary Fund. For it 
we are indebted to the kindness of some of God’s pecple 
in the congregation of the Rev. H. B. Macartney of 
Melbourne, Australia. Some years ago Mr. Shields the 
Missionary in charge of Godda at the time paid a visit 
to Australia for his health and this fund is the result 
of the interest stirred up during his stay there. Our 
idea is to use it in opening the work at the S, end of the 
district, This is at present the most hopeful part we 
have, It is rather far away and preachers do not care 
to be sent there. We are looking for a good man to 
place there at the present time. The Pastor also is partly 
paid from this fund, 





PASTORAL. 

' We number six distinct congregations of Christians in 
this mission. These are all small but are so far apart that 
each has to be attended to specially. We will review 
them in order, 


Pathra, this is our head station, being the place 
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Church roll stands thus, men 26, women 33, children 79, 
this last includes the boys of the Paharia Boarding 
School. A daily morning service is held, and once a 
week on Thursday evenings there is a prayer and Bible 
reading meeting. On Sundays two services are held, 
one is conducted in Santali and one in Hindi. This is 
necessary owing to the Chrisians being composed of these 
two peoples. The time for service varies according to the 
time of the year. In the cold season the times are 11 a. 
m. and 3 p.m. In the hot season we have the Santali at 
8 a, m. and the Hindi at 5 p.m. “A Sunday Schoo} also 
is carried on. One for the Boarding School is held early 
in the morning. Then ‘after breakfast my wife has a 
mixed class in the bungalow. Owing to the two languages 
it is necessary for me to be present when Iam here, In 
time she will manage quite aloneI hope. Both boys and 
girls come to this. Before my marriage I used to take this 
class and at one period, it included a grandmother, 
‘mothers, big girls, little girls, boys and children crawling. 
The difficulty then was to adapt the teaching to the 
varicus ages, and I was not sorry the elders did not 
continue coming long. 


On the whole, Pathra has been very.barren of results, 
It is attributed by many to the bringing of the Paharia 
Boarding School here. The catechists say before it 
came many were enquiring, but they all were hinder- 
edand went back then. Hew far thisis so I cannot 
say, only the fact remains. A few people have lately 
been enquiring but of these it is better to say nothing 
for they so often end in disappointment. We have 
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of the Holy Spirit upon us here. May God grant us 
“showers of blessing.” I have here the help of an old 
Pastor, the Rev. Ram Charan Das, who was one-of the 
earliest converts from this part. 


Doring the year we have restored the external of cur 
Church. Tt was a very curious locking buiding. Part 
of the main roof being corrugated iron and part tiles, 

“Phe iron had nothing under it and made the building 
very hot, and when rain fell you could not hear the 
speaker for the noise. The verandahs were ‘all giving 
way. We have had the entire roof 8 Alittle atone 
or brick work put round the top to keep white ants off 
the wocdwork. The whole main roof was then covered 
with corrugated iron, having under it a thatch of grass, 
which keeps the interior much ccoler and deadens sound. 
The verandahs have had new beams and wocdwork, and 
the whole tiled, since our funds would not allow of 
buying iron. A porch was also made.at-the. west end. 
The east end was raised a good deal. All this has been 

‘done without any outside help, but it has taken the say- 
ings of years todo. Now the inside needs: seeing to 
badly. The seats are & disgrace. Mr. Stark the Sub- 
-Divisicnal Officer at Godda has undertaken to have a 

‘few seats made as astart. Tenor more I think he will 

-provide. For this we are very grateful and trust in time to 
have the interior much nicer and more worthy of its use. 

«Thanks to the Icving efforts of Mr. Everett of. _Islingtan 
our cld brazen communion vessels have been replaced by 
plated ones. These were given by a Mission Hall in East 
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Bhatonda iss Santal out-station abcut five miles 
S. of Pathra. A catechist, by name Nuna Masih Dayal 
supported by the Young Men’s Bible Class of St. Ste- 
phen’s, Walthamstow, is stationed there. The Christians 
are scattered in the villages around, the majority being 
of that village. They number thirty-nine all told, of 
these fifteen are communicants. They meet for wor- 
ship in a little mud Church with a thatch roof. There 
are no doors or windows in an English sense. Holes. of 
suitable size were left when the walls were made to afford 
means of ingress and exit, When the missionary visits 
them a large number of heathen generally crowd round 
and darken the interior by occupying the spaces left for air 
and light. During the week the catechist in addition to 
holding a morning service, preachés in the surrounding 
villages to the heathen. We also have a day school at 
Bhatonda which is fairly well attended. 


Rattanpur is about 15 miles by road from Pathra 
4 thé N. E. It is the: chief Pabaria outstation. The 
numbers on the Church roll are good being one hundred 
and. twenty-six, but the attendances at the Sunday 
services are not so good as they should be, There ig 
practically nothing to be said as to progress. It isa 
fight to keep up at all. For some months owing to my 
having had a good man there, matters have not been so 
gad and distressing as they were before. Tn dealing with 
the subject cf the Paharias more will be said, so we will 
not dwell on it here. : . 


Sohaps isa very ‘small Paharia station away up on 
the hills, The Christians are only twenty-five and cf 


12 C. M. 8. MISSION, 


these thirteen are children, while the average attend- 
ance is four. A teacher lives among them. He, alas! 
is a very weak man, The place is about 19 miles from 
Pathra due E. 


Mohonpur isa Santal out-station fifteen miles by 
road from Pathra in a 8. E. direction. The catechist in 
charge is now becoming old, but isa good man person- 
ally. It isa strange thing that in ‘Mohonpur itself 
there are very few Christians, most of them come from a 
distance to Church there. The numbers cn the roll are 
twenty.seven with an average attendance of seventeen. 
The numbers have suffered owing to thé converts at 
Bhawani being severed from Mohonpur. An old man 
who used to be one of the leading men there has ssdiy 
fallen, Avbcut three years ago his wife died and he took 
a heathen woman to live with him, and since that has 
jcined in the heathen festivals. He had to be put out 
of Church communion, The strange part was, he would 
not acknowledge his sin, and used to come to Church 
and take his place with the others.. This caused the 
heathen to wonder, and of course could not go on. But 
it was not till he was forbidden to enter the tiny Church 
at all, that any real difference could: be made. For if 
he enters, he must sit with the Christians. He was 
therefore told that he must sit outside the doorway. 
The sad example of the father has since been followed 
by his daughter, who is really only a girl. A young 
fellow in the village enticed her and she has been 
living with him. It was very tryjng to hear the father 
reproving his child, when, but for his own wicked exam- 
ple, she would probably never have done it, Sins cf thé 
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flesh are naturally more common among a people sur- 
rounded by heathen who look very lightly upon such 
matters. A more pleasing case is the following, A 
young man.in Mohonpur village was baptized about seven 
years ago, but has been a backslider for a long time. 
He was married to a girl, but no children were born to. 
them. So great was his desire to have some that he 
left his wife and took a heathen girl who has lived with 
him ever since. In the meanwhile the real wife has 
died. It seems that he is now sorry for having been 
false to Christ and desires to be readmitted, and his hea- 
then wife too, wishes to become a Christian. I spoke 
very plainly to him and was surprised to see tears in his 
eyes as he said he was truly sorry fcr his sins, On 
examination I found his wife had not grasped fully what 
becoming a Christian means. Her demeanour and open- 
ness were pleasing. We pray that God will lead these 
two out into the true light and purity of the Gospel. Tt 
would seem that many women only become Christians 
bacause their husbands do, and it happens somtimes 
uhat the missionary cannct personally examine them, 
owing to language difficulties, and catechists are very 
lax in such waatters.. One such case is in my mind. 
A woman belonging to the Mchonpur congregation lost 
her husband, and was in a most dejected state. Daring 
a conversation I asked her what had become of her 
faith 7 She replied “Oh, Ae had the faith.” It is there- 
fore my earnest endeavour to make sure that the women 
are as clear as the men as to the meaning of baptism, and 
before baptizing I seek to get the woman to grasp for 
herself the work of Christ on her behalf, 
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- The same woman of whom I have spoken was on 
another occasion full cf murmuring, because, while she 
was gone to Church, a sick goat of hers had died. She 
‘could not see the use of going to worship God, if that 
was to be the reward.” It seems very strange anid “small,” 
to you at home, but these are the little things that sway 
the Christians in these rural places. It was necessary 
to impvess on her the fact that God never promised any 
such immunity from loss and trouble, but that rather it 
was through trouble borne in patience and faith that 
she would reach heaven. 


To the poor people who live in these parts, the smallest 
thing is valuable. To some cf the rudest a goat may 
even be as valuable as a child. This may seem hard to 
believe but in one of their etor es it is said in reference 
to the birth of one of the heroes. A number of women 
went to the jungle to pick up helta, While there one of 
them gave birth to a child. Then the others said to her, 
“well now, will you take the child or the helta? She 
replied I shall get many children, but where shall 
“T obtain helta?” So she wrapped the child in leaves 
and left him. .Yow will thus be able to fourm some 
impression of the apparently little things that sway 
the minds of our congregations and how we need to 
lock with different eyes in Gealing with them. 


” Near to Mohonpur a Paharia preacher is placed. He 


and his family generally worship in their own village of 
Kalajor, but for communicn go across to Mohonpur. 
Bhawani is a newly opened field. It is 10 miles 
S. of Mohonpur. It is now reckoned a distinct station 
and services are held there weekly, although we have as 
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yet no resident, teacher or preacher for the place. To 
meet this I placed a young man, Daniel Robert at 
Mohonpur with the cld man Lamba so that one might 
go each week to Bhawani to hold services. This young 
man is supported by the “Santals” a Missionary band 
formed by the young menof St, Peter’s Church Tun- 
bridge, Kent. 


Bhawani is the bright spot in our mission at present. 
And as I have tcld you something of the dark side so 
now you should hear the bright, although it is tcld with 
trembling, for so often do we find that those cf whom 
we have written in glawing terms soon after need to be 
spoken of with tears and sorrow. Thus whilst you rejoice 
with us in what God has done there, pray for the sustain- 
ing of his grace to be abundantly granted to our weak 
young brethren, 


I will relate briefly ‘the story cf the growth there 
since it is interesting to mark. the expansive power of 
of the Gospel. This is more noticeable since the missionary 
has been unable, owing to the great distance, to visit 
them cften. 


At Bhawani there live two young men who arc devoted 
friends, they are both sble to read and write. They 
heard the Gospel preached as boys and learnt a little from 
their schoo! books, which in those days were generally 
prepared by missionaries and were a valuable agency in 
spreading the truth. The thouglit and desire was even at 
that time awakened in their hearts. But many years pas” 
sed before it went any further. Then together they be- 
gan to attend the Mohonpur Church going and returning 
the ten miles to it every Sunday. At the same time they pu} 
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themselves under instruction for baptism. This contin- 
ued for a year, then they were baptized in the presence 
of a large crowd of heathen gathered from miles around. 
They were the first to come out, and so the people came 
to see the strange rite, concerning which they had heard 
strange stories told by enemies. A year after, the wives 
desired to be baptized having been instructed, but I was 
not wholly satisfied and delayed till March 1897 when 
I visited the place for the purpose of baptizing them 
and the young children, This took place during a lull 
in a dust storm. The day is marked inmy memory by a 
terrible storm in the night, during which my little tent 
collapsed on top of me. 


Several others were at this time enquiring. They were all 
regularly instructed with a view to baptism. Before this 
took place cne of the men died suddenly. Last February 
when camping there we had the joy of baptizing seven 
persons. On the day appointed they with the Christians 
gathered at our tent and hymns were chosen, I put on 
my surplice and accompanied by my wife led off the 
procession, Slowly we walked up the little village street, 
the catechumens coming last in the procession, singing 
as we went the Santali translations of “ Onward Christian 
soldiers” and “ Whither pilgrims.” Out on to fields and 
down to a piece of water we went. A large number of 
heathen were gathered and stood some little way off. 
These we told to come near so as to hear as well as see 
all we did. They came and sat on all sides. My wife’s chair 
divided the Christians from the catechumens while I 
stood nearer the water. Then before beginning the 
et Tod tham Gf they desired from their hearts to 
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forsake the ways of the heathen and live for Jesus, 
They answered ‘Yes, saheb, we do.” Then came the 
service which you can follow so well in your mind till 
the actual baptism. At that point, I went forward, took 
the oldest man by the hand, Ied him down into the 
water ; he stood in it while I stcod on arock. Ile bowed 
his head and pouring water over his head three times in 
the name of the Trinity, he was admitted into the visible 
Church by the name of Barnabas. Taking his hand 
again I led him to where the Christians stocd aud he 
was received into their midst. Thus was each one treated 
till all stood in one body. The service ended we had 
another hymn and a catechist explained the vite to the 
heathen and I followed by saying a few words to them 
exhorting them to follow the example set them. Reform- 
ing, we marched back singing. The newly baptized now: 
walking between us and the other Christians. Others 
‘about there are interested and inclined towards Chris- 
tianity. We need to pray very much fcr the converts 
that by their lives they may help others to come fcrward. 
A schoul teacher in the next village bought a Santali 
and Hindi New Testament, saying ‘I will have both and 
then I shall be sure of understanding it.” The number 
of baptized persons there now numbers sixteen. 


Tn our Pastoral work a yearly difficulty arises. At 
Christmas time the people lock to us for a little feast of 
rice and curry and the Sunday schcol children for prizes. 
We have no ready helpers about us from whom we can 
obtain aid and so are often very troubled about that tim 
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sent ease him very greatly. Mr. Heawood who himself 
has visited this mission has thought of this need; and 
sent help which was very welcome, Perhaps others . 
wouid like to enable us to give joy to the Christians at 
the season of Christmas. 


THE PAHARIAS. 

Tt will be convenient to deal with this subject now 
perhaps. 

The Paharias themselves.—If you ‘will 
kindly take an atlas and lock at this part of India, you 
will notice that all our Santal mission stations are 
situated on two sides of the Rajmehal hills. The Santals 
live generally at the foot of this low range. On the hills 
themselves quite a distinet race of people is found. 
These are called the Paharias or Hill people. They are 
not: to be confused with the well-known Parish or out: 
caste. The latter are Hindus. The Paharias are abori- 
ginies and derive their name from the country they 
inhabit. In Hindi a hill is “Pahar” hence, “ Paharia” 
the man who lives ona hill. They only number a few ~ 
thousands in all. Among this number the inhabitants 
of one part of the range have language variations which: 
render intercommunication difficult. And whilst most cf 
the men know another language that tco varies according 
to whether the people among whom they trade below 
speak Hindi or Bengali. ‘s 

As you journey near the hills you may observe tall 
palm trees cléar against the sky. These and in fact 
almost any tall trees mark the existence of a village. 
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To reach them you must be prepared for a toilsome climb 
up over boulders, through torrent beds and tangled bushes, 
On reaching a village you will possibly find at the entrance 
alittle rice, ficwers and a whole or broken egg placed in 
some spot. This is.an offering to the spirits. There are 
few visible signs of worship, a piece of wocd shaped like 
two enlarged horns of a boot jack sometimes. stuck in 
the ground and smeared with red. You find their huts 
all close together in one large cleared space. They are 
made of the hill grass cr reeds lashed between split 
bamboos. The roofs being thatched with the same grass. 
They are all very low and consist of one rcom as a rule, 
Taking a seat in the village the people will soon gather 
round, The men generally wear the hair long and done 
in a knot on one side just over an ear; in this wooden 
combs are stuck. Very often too a fringe cf straight 
hair is worn, They are fond of ornaments when able to 
purchase them. TI once meta Paharia fop who had a 
bunch cf eleven cheap steel chains hanging from his side, 
Fle was.exceedingly proud of his possession. The great 
mark of a Paharia woman is the arm covered with varying 
sizes of brass rings from the wrist to the elbow, all fitting 
sc as to form’one long metallic covering to the forearm. 
Their noses are often pierced and a large nose ring 
inserted. 


The Paharia is a restless, unstable person and seldom 
works steadily on. The moral faculty is also very dull. 
Their evangelization causes us missionaries many anxious 
thoughts. Owing to their living inthe midst cf the coun- 
try we work, they seein to have a claim onus. Yet being 
go different in languag and temperament the matter pres- 
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ents great and serious obstacles. At present the means 
for reaching them are these: From Barharwa a small 
joint Santal and Paharia preaching band endeavours to 
reach the villages on the eastern side of the hills. On 
the west there is a Boarding School for Paharia boys at 
Pathra and also a number of village schools, scattered 
at cne end of the district. 


Rattanpur is the centre of the Christian Paharias on 
the west. But the state of the Church is very sad. We 
have at present practically no Paharia preachers, Death 
has removed ‘several and the only two who remain are of 
such poor attainments that their influence seems to be 
practically nil. It cannot be said that the ©. M. 8. has 
ever yet seriously set about winning them for Christ. 
Men are scarce and may be other elds are more favour- 
able. : 





SCHOOLS. 


Theee fall naturally under three heads :— 


'1. The Hill Boys’ Boarding School. —This 
is really o Government establishment for the i improve- 
ment of the Paharias, The entire charge of it, however, 
has been made over to the mission. The school has had 
& somewhat nomadic existence, but for some years past 
has been established at Pathra and will in all probability 
remain here. The annual grant for the’ upkeep of the 
schocl is Rs. 1,716 paid monthly. This is intended to 
supply the needs of fifty two boys and pay teachers and 
all other expenses, Asa matter of fact it does not, and 
part of the teaching has tobe paid for from another 
source. The staff consists of a head-master and four other 
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teachers. The boys read up tothe Upper Primary 
gtandard. The school had been carried on very much on 
the old fashioned orphanage lines. That is to say every- 
thing was done for the boys. The result of this was, 
that when boys left they were quite unprepared to meet 
the difficulties of life, and generally sank into lazy useless 
lives, At-the last Conference of the Santal Mission this 
subject was discussed and it was agreed that the plan in 
vogue at our O, M. 8. Boarding School at Taljhari should 
be tried here. As faras possible this has been done. 
Slight mcdifications were needed. The boys have taken 
to it fairly well. Now instead of sitting about and 
‘playing while a cook prepares food bought by the head- 
master, each boy has his weekly allowance, buys food 
for the week and they cook it themselves. For this they 
form into parties so as to cook more cheaply. 


Scripture is taught daily. In the early morning they 
attend the daily service in Church, and at night I take. 
short prayers for them in school. A large number are 
Christians and of the heathen some are desirous of be- 
coming so. It is difficult to instruct the small boys. 
They can generally understand Hindi but do not care 
to answer in that language. So that instruction becomes 
somewhat slow and laboured. : 


Each day they do one hour’s manual work about the 
compound. 

‘We always get very good results in the Lower Primary 
Examination, but the Upper is much more difficult, At 
the Isst, however, four boys passed. , 


. Last August when Mr. Hewitt was staying with me 
he very kindly bought them a football and together we 
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taught them to play, so that quite.a fcotball fever 
prevailed until alas,-the bladder burst ! Indian boys are 
remarkably fond cf a football, : 


2. Paharia Village Schools.—These at pre- 
sent number six, The teachers as well as the inspector 
are paid for by Government. The care of them has been 
committed to the mission, so that we have full control 
over the teachers. When in the district it is one of my 
duties to visit these schools. Let me give youa descrip- 
ticn of an actual day’s visitation, 


Tt was my intention to doa good day’s inspection. To 
begin, however, the Inspector was nearly two hours late: 
We at length set off, I on “ Beauty ” and he cn my small 
brown pony. After riding scme time along the rough 
road, we turned off to get to Rajapokar, where the school 
was. In crossing some rice fields on the raised divisions 
we came to. place where it was very bad and full of holes 
with uninviting water on each side. How Beauty got 
over I don’t know, T just expected him to slip or splash 
into the field, but he went over without a slip, and I rode" 
on, A minute after the Inspector came panting up “Oh, 
Saheb the pony is stuck in the mud and can't get out.” 
Here was a fix! We called to some boys who promptly 
bolted. I could see the pony beautifully settled in the: 
mud and surrounded by high fice. At last we got some 
men to come to our aid, and all made frantic efforts to 
pull him out. A stick was put under him and lifted from 
each side. Some pulled at his tail others at his mane. 
All seemed futile. On the other side of the narrow path 
was much deeper water. At length his two front legs were 
pulled up and placed on the path then his back ones 
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heaved cut and he lay as though about to die, between 
the two waters. The bank was so narrow he could not 
get onto his feet possibly. Suddenly we gave hima 
shove and he went into the deep water witha great 
splash. We hoped he would swim out at the cther side. 
Well, he did’nt, but just stuck in the middle instead, I 
poked him but nothing came of it. Then the Inspector 
in desparaticn seized him by the tuft of hair between 
his ears, having gone in the water nearly to his hips to 
do so, and tugged, when lo! he turned on his side and 
floated. Then I saw we could get him out. Keeping’ 
him well turned on his back we all hauled him out like a 
boat, and he lay all legs extended and his head lying 
limp on the grass. After a time just as we decided he 
must have sustained some: injury and were sending fur 
agun to shoot him, he took a mouthful of grass and 
then suddenly jumped up and began to walk away. 
Both horse and rider were in a pretty mess bab we went 
cn. Aswe role along Icculd not help thanking God 
that it was not Beauty, my good horse, who had gone 
in. We reached the village and eximined the school, 
Then guided by the village watchmin we went a long 
journey across country to another school. Here a few 
boys,were screaming out tables at the top of their voices 
and writing on the geound with white earth as if for 
their lives. Alas ! there was little inside their heads. One 
b.y told me God was so big, bolding his hands about the 
sige of a pumpkin ! Then I visited a Christian hoase, which 
however, was marked in no way from the others, aad 
saw asick man. Gathering the family, I prayed with 
“them. We then visited another school, and finally reach. 
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ed my rest house about dark, to find my man ina 
reat state cf mind as to what had become cf me: 


The Cleveland Fund.—This isa small trust fund 
or endowment bringing in a small sum yearly. It has to 
be used in giving prizes to Paharia beys. It is drawn 
through the administrator of the trust at Bhagalpore. 
It can only be used for Paharias, 


3. Grant-in-aid Schools.—These are schocls kept, 
up jointly by the Sceiety and Government. The scholars 
must read for the Government Examinations, Other- 
wise, the care is entirely in the hands of the missionaries, 
There are five such in this district, In all schools religious 
instructicn is given daily. 


—— 


MEDICAL WORK. 

The Dispensary at Pathra has continued its useful 
and beneficial wérk. The Gospel is preached to all 
who come for medicine. In India one is often forced 
to work scmewhat in the. dark and this added to the 
‘standing difficulty of limited knowledge makes medical 
work difficult... A woman, the wife of a well-to-do 
Mohommedan had a badly ulcerated arm which had been 
treated without success. I told those who came about 
-it that I must see the woman before giving medicine. 
They brought her in a bullock cart and all I saw was 
one arm stuck out of a holein the covering and with this 
had to be content. This work has its ludicrous side 
also. In camp I always have medicines and treat cases 
in the various villages, At one place a stone deaf man 
was brought tc be cured. I told them I could do nothing 
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for him.. They replied “If it is not in your honour’s 
power to do him good, then alas who can !” Many never 
seem to imagine that a bottle needs to be clean for medi- 
eine. They will present one from which the former 
contents, oil or such like, drips on being turnedup. At 
Pathra we have a very useful man who is able to deal 
with all simple cases ; this greatly relieves me, After the 
famine we had large numbers of patients suffering from 
dropsy. The dispensary has curing the year received 
financial help from Mr. Heard of Deoghar. The number 
of gases entered i in the book kept at the dispensary. are 
ag follows, for 1897 :— 





Hindus eae aie we 2,149 
Mohammedans a ve 404 
Aborigines, (Santals and Paharia) we BLL 
Christians... aay ve 768 

Total attendances iss 3,832 





* ‘his does not include, those treated while in camp.” 


SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE YEAR. 
Most years have something to mark them off one from 
the other. Certainly the past year has much to cause us 
to remember it for scmetime to come. 


Personally, it marks my entering new experiences 
and sweet fellowship by the marriage bond. 


As a worker it contains the sorrow of seeing Mr: 


Jessop—who was sent tohelp me when Mr. Etheridge 
went home,—break down and go to England. This 
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happened before we had worked. very long en 
We are glad to hear he is better again. oe 


Cholera.—During the year we had a short: but 
severe visitation of this dreaded disease. Many people 
close around us died. Some Christians also fell victims: 
A wave of the deadly visitant could be traced Passing 
across the country. 

Earthquake.—tIn June we were visited by-a'severé 
shock cf earthquake, The first shock took place. a‘ few 
minutes past five in the evening. We were just singing 
the opening hymn at our prayer meeting in Church, A 
strange tremour passing from the ground up our legs could 
be felt. Realizing that, it was the beginning of an 
earthquake we all went outside. Then we beheld a 
strange sight. The iron roof of the Church .wag -seen 
to be undulating violently, while the little, cross fairly 
danced in its socket. I found afterwards that it was 
lccse. So intent was I watching these occurences, that I 
quite forgot the Jessops, who were in the bungalow. 
They had a great fright. Pieces fell from the cornices 
and nearly every room cracked at the corners.- In one’ 
room large fissurea opened in the walls. The shock 
appeared to last three or four minutes. The next day, 
Sunday we had another shock, I was preaching at the 
time and did not even notice it! The nativés were full 
of the event and described how strangely the animals 
behaved. 

The Famine.—One experience of an Indian Famine 
is enough for a life time. Without doubt the increased 
means of communication enabled it to be better dealt with 
than in years gone by. But the terrible suffering that 
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always must be endured is heart rending. This district 
was not even called a “Famine district” officially. But 
to any one who went among the people, famine stared you 
in the face. Even the dogs were so weak and thin that 
[have seen one lie down and howl instead of running 
away, when driven off. 


Even those who are generally looked upon as fairly well 
ff had nothing to eat. One day on reaching an outstation 
about 8-30 p. m: the Catechist came over to see me, and 
while getting my leggings off I talked with"him. Suddenly 
he seemed to falter, and seemed as though ho would fall. 
I asked what was the cause. He said simply, “We ha‘ve’ 
not cooked to-day.” They had nothing to eat! Next day 
I found this was the general condition, they tried to 
appease their hunger with ‘sag’ 7. ¢. herbs boiled to a 
green mass, but this passed throagh them like castor oil. 
The tougues of some were fairly cleaving to the roofs of 
their mouths, so that they could not speak clearly. 


. The first to receive help here were the lepers,.lame, blind, 
infirm, widows and orphans. For these the Indian Chari- 
table Relief fund provided us with Rs. 192-12-6. It is hard 
to picture such a gathering’as that which assembled in our 
compound day by day. How ‘hungry they must, have 
been! One day a mango fell from the tree. The lepers 
who were waiting for their pice, all rushed at it like wolves, 
one man biting another’s finger very badly in his frantic 
efforts to get. it. 


There was little peace or quietness during those days: 
A friend who was staying with me for a little time was 
nearly distracted by the crys of the beggars. He would 
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settle down.in one spot in the house, and soon after you 
would hear in plaintive tones “ma bap” “ma bap,” (the 
beggars cry, lit. mother father. ) Mr. H.—would then rush 
to the other side’ of the house only to be met, with the 
same cry from some one else. It was so bad one day that 
in the afternoon he left the house in despair, and went for; 
a walk towards the little jungle and got lost ! 


Just as the above mentioned means of help came. to.an 
end and we were wondering what we should do, our anxiety 
was relieved. Miss Mullins of Bangalore very kindly sent, 
me Rs, 50. Help for Christians was obtained from.Caleutta. 
through Mr. Ball. 


Then on the arrival of the grain from America’ in: 
Calcutta, about six tons was sent to me. “The cartage of. 
this from Bhagalpure to Godda was paid for. chiefly with 
money supplied by Mr. Ball. This .was used carefully: 
and with our utmost discretion that those who needed:help 
most might obtain it. It arrived somewhat.late, never+ 
theless it proved a very welcome help here at least. Each 
day when it was given out we had preaching. Early in . 
the year I made known a.-desire in my- horte parish that’ 
some clothing might be sent out for poor Christian women 
and girls. Some Plumstead friends kindly gave us help. 
Miss Yourig and her busy Priscilla Band sent: 3 box: 
of articles. Miss Coupland knitted some very useful and 
warm things. Mrs. and Miss Hughesden and Mr. Rowe 
sent money which enabled me to give some pieces of warm 
and strong cloth such as the women here wear. This was 
most highly appreciated. 

We rejoice that a good harvest was granted and that 
prospects are again brighter. But the effects of the famine 
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were felt long after. Several agents especially Paharia 
ones have died lately. It seems as though their constitutions 
were so run down that the slightest illness carried them off. 

This Report is sent forth with the hope that it may 
awaken interest, zeal and abounding prayer for this and 
all God’s work in foreign lands. We have told you our 


needs, please’ pray down large supplies and blessings in 
return. 


Cuas. HUGHESDON. 
Goppa, June 23rd, 1898. 


BALANCE SHEET, MAY Ist, 1897 to APRIE 30th, 1898. 
Agents Account. 






+ 





By C. M. 8. for Preachers ... we [1,055] 0 To Preachers’ pay 3 
>> Government for Boarding School .... |1,716 | 0 4 Boarding School upkeep t ‘tuition and 
mA » Pahariaday Schools... | 428] 0 board , s 
53 Fr », Grent-in-aid Schools....| 373 | 8 Balance in hand 
» OC, M.S. a” & ab » 9» «| 873] 8 9 Day Schoo! tes teachers pay a and books .. 

and 
Total, Ra. ay [3,946 | 0 Total, Rs., 


Dispensary Account. 


Es, 
. [1,055 














Bs, As.| P. 


By Cash in hand - +» | 239 | 14] 10 | To. Purchase of Medicines 
» C. M. 8. Grant a «1 180) 0] 0 = tablishment 
» Mrs. Heard... ewe cet 10! 0] 0 Building 





Balance in hand 
Total, Bs. ve | 429 | 14] 10 ~ Total, Rs. 
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By Cash Charitable? Relief Fund 
»» Rev. J. a 
1 CO. M. 8, ee Grant 

» Sale of Indian corn 





Hf Cash er Rev. W. H. Ball to meet 


ian corn ex, ONSEB . 
8 Caskey from Local Mission Fund 


Total, Rs. 





By Cash in hand 
>> Miss Mullins... 
>, Mrs. and Miss Hughesdon 
1, Miss Young and G. Howe, Esa. 

Debit... 


Total Bs_ 








Famine Account. 





192 | 12 To Gifts to the weak, sick, etc. 
a 4 » Aid to Christians 

Expenses of cartage and distributing 
hig] 1 os 300 maunds of Indian corn id 





Total, Rs. 


To Cloth to poor women 


, Famine Relief i 
45) ” Towards Christmas feast at Pattra |. 
ar) ” »»  _Ratanpur 


4 ” ” Bhatonda 


T.4.1 De 


Bs. 


192 
155 
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Churches Account. 











ce 














Rs. | As.) P. Rs. | As.} P. 
By Iu hand 633 | 8 3 To Pattra church restoration 184) 2] 6 
+» Pathra Collections we} ty » oo» » Establishment re sf} 1] 3 
»» Interest fromjBank we 18) 1 3 <i on 33. earpenter for bench 
5, Rattanpur Collections 12 | 15 | 10 making 2,13] 0 
> Dumahir 3 0| 8|.8] ,, Rattanpur church repairs ... 55/12) 8 
», Soharpi 3 oO; 14) 9 Inhand... ae 43/ 3] 3 
3, Mohonpur_,, 3] 1} 9 7 
> Bhatonda oS Wu] 4 
+» Kalajor ” i|/ 1) 3 
» Bhawani ” 3} t2| 0 | 
Total, Rs. 838} 0} 3 Total, Rs. 838} 0) 3 
a eer = 
Godda Auxiliary and Pastoral Account. 
Rs, | As.} P. Rs. | As.| P. 
8 In hand " 256; 0} of} Té + Salary Rey. BR. C. Dass . 264) 0} 0 
7, Pothrs, Church 48) 0) O] =. «+ Titus Guna 32) 8] 0 
Wilson Fugd. 48 | 0] 0] ,, Building 4] 8) 0 
> Cosh from Calcntia from Godda Auxi- In hand lil} OF 0 
liary fund e 6o | Oo! 0 
Total, Rs. 42 | 0} 0 Total, Rs. 42/0} 0 
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By Cash In hand 


Total, Rs. 


Cleveland Fund. 





Audited by 
A. W. STARK. 
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